RUDOLF P. BERLINER, 1886-1967 


When Dr. Rudolf Berliner died in Germany on 
August 26, 1967, the Textile Museum lost an old 
friend and a valuable staff member. Long before he 
became associated with the Textile Museum, he 
was known and respected by the founder, George 
Hewitt Myers. In 1962 he accepted the Textile 
Museum’s invitation to become a Research Associ- 
ate and, since then, his contributions in this capac- 
ity have been invaluable. He has published several 
articles in the Journal on Egyptian textiles in the 
Museum’s collection; documented other objects, 
advised the Director on some very significant addi- 
tions to the collection and was a source of informa- 
tion and inspiration to staff members who worked 
with him. 

After completing his doctorate at the University 
of Vienna in 1910, Dr. Berliner became a Curator 
at the Bavarian National Museum in Munich. He 
came to the United States in 1939 as Curator of 
Decorative Arts at the Cooper Union Museum where 
he remained until 1946 when he went to Providence 
as Curator of Decorative Arts at the Museum of Art, 
Rhode Island School of Design. After his retire- 
ment in 1952, Dr. and Mrs. Berliner lived in Wash- 
ington, with frequent extended visits to Germany. 
During those years, Dr. Berliner conducted seminars 
at the Institute of Fine Arts at New York Univer- 
sity and, also, during this time completed a defini- 
tive work on the Christmas créche of which only a 
part had been published when he left Germany in 
1939, 

On the occasion of Dr. Berliner’s 80th birthday 
on April 14, 1966, a bibliography of his published 
works was compiled by his friend in Munich, Dr. 
Theodor Müller, Director of the Bavarian National 
Museum. The list contains over 80 books and arti- 
cles ranging from his main works, Ornamentale 
Vorlageblatter des 15-18 Jahrhunderts, 1928 and 
Die Weihnachtskrippe, 1955, to works on Diirer, 
Raphael, jewelry drawings, faience, Christian ico- 
nography, ivories, and so on. 

No finer tribute could be found to this man than 
the words of Dr. Richard Ettinghausen, Trustee of 
the Textile Museum, who wrote in his “In Honor 
of Rudolf Berliner, April 14th, 1966, on the Occa- 
sion of his Eightieth Birthday” (in Rudolf Berliner, 
Bibliographie, Munich, 1966, pp. 12-14): 


“Rudolf Berliner’s qualifications are unusual, 
probably even unmatched in our day and age. 
. . . Where else can one find a man who is most 
competent in Roman, Late Classical, Medieval, 
Renaissance and Baroque art and who can deal 
with architecture, painting, sculpture and the 
decorative arts, whose knowledge encompasses 
not just the art of the West but also those of the 
Near East, especially in the Coptic and Islamic 
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periods. It should also be remembered that he 
dealt not only with the usual aesthetic categories 
but that he has profoundly considered the his- 
torical premises and has been deeply interested 
in and contributed a great deal to the problems 
of iconography . . . he does not deal exclusively 
with the high periods and the great masters. ... 
His eagerness to study every artistic endeavor 
high and low, early or late, and his intrepid 
search for clues to the interpretation of strange 
human conceptions. . . . He showed not only 
great empathy for the artist and his work but 
also—and this is perhaps his most characteristic 
quality—critical acumen in dealing with the facts 
presented to him by the artifact, documents, and 
the work of other scholars. . . . In all these activi- 
ties Rudolf Berliner has always kept his enthusi- 
asm and a singular, almost religious devotion.” 


The Textile Museum has been fortunate to share 
the richness of this man's mind. The ill winds that 
blew through Europe in the 30s blew to the shores 
of Ámerica a multitude of scholars and creative 
minds who have inestimably enriched our academic 
community and stimulated our cultural institutions. 
Such a man was Dr. Berliner, indefatigable in his 
pursuit of the documentation of an art object and 
its place in intellectual history. His last year was a 
struggle against physical anguish, but he has met 
every vicissitude with a counter thrust of his intel- 
lect. In Berchtesgaden this summer, where he was 
preparing three articles on Coptic textiles for the 
Journal, his friends were awed by the vitality of this 
mind which seemed to be transcending a frail and 
suffering body. 


